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FOREWORD 

 

The First African ranger Congress was borne out of a need expressed by African Rangers who attended the 

International Ranger Federation (IRF) World Ranger Congress 2016 in Colorado. As the elected IRF African 

Representative, I was tasked to honor this outcome prior to the 2019 World Ranger Congress. The reason for 

this was that African rangers felt that the context in which rangers operated in, was sufficiently different to 

many others in the World. At the same time, there was recognition that there would be value in stronger ranger 

network that would thus be better placed to strengthen ranger effectiveness and capability across borders and 

in countries of operation.  

 

Shared learning and feeding off the successes of different countries is so important. Additionally, having a better 

knowledge of where support is needed is critical in creating a continent-wide resilience to transnational wildlife 

crimes. Rangers also need to be better represented around the global conservation decision-making tables. Too 

often the on-the-ground issues are dealt with at higher levels without the input of those who put their lives on 

ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜ ŘŀƛƭȅΣ ǘƻ ŦŀŎŜ ǎǳŎƘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎΦ !ǎ {Ŝŀƴ ²ƛƭƭƳƻǊŜ όLwC tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘύ ǎŀƛŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎΣ Ψ/ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ 

without rangers is merely conversationΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ǾƻƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǊŀƴƎŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ǳǇ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭƭ 

supported.  

 

¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ǘƻ ƭŀȅ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳ ƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ wŀƴƎŜǊ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎΩ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ōǳƛƭǘ ŀƴŘ L 

believe this was achieved in the form of the resulting and uniŦȅƛƴƎ Ψ5ŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ LƴǘŜƴǘΩΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŎǊŀŦǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ 

number of rangers attending the congress, who represented West, Central, East and Southern African regions 

of the continent. All leaders that engage in conservation will do well to heed the Declarations call for action. It 

will certainly give a blue print to the work of IRF in Africa.  

 

Finally, a word of special thanks to all who sponsored and supported the Congress to make it a reality and to 

the rangers who set valuable time aside and took the effort to attend. It was a pleasure and an honour to have 

been part of this event.  

 

Chris Galliers (International Ranger Federation Africa Representative)  
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