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FOREWORD

The First African ranger Congress was borne out of a need expressed by African Rangers who attended the
International Ranger Federation (IRF) World Ranger Congress 2016 in Colorado. As the elected IRF African
Representative, | was tasked honor this outamme prior to the 2019 World Ranger Congress. The reason for

this was that African rangers felt that the context in which rangers operatedas sufficiently different to

many others in the World. At the same time, there was recognition that tieneld be value in stronger ranger

network that would thus be better placed to strengthen ranger effectiveness and capability across borders and

in countries of operation.

Shared learning and feeding off the successes of different countries is so importanip@altyi, having a better

knowledge of where support is needed is critical in creating a contingafet resilience to transnational wildlife

crimes. Rangers also need to be better represented around the global conservation dewdimy tables. Too

often the onthe-ground issues are dealt with at higher levels without the input of those who put their lives on

GKS tfAyS RIAfez G2 FIOS adzOK OKFftftSy3aSaod 'ta {Sty 2Af
without rangers is merely conversatond ¢ KS @2A0S 2F NI y3ISNBER FTNBY G(GKS INEP
supported.

¢KS FTANRG /2y3aNBaa f221SR (G2 fre | &aidNRBy3 LIXIFGF2NY 2
believe this was achieved in the form of the resulting andFudiA y 3 W5 SOt I NF A2y 2F Ly GSyl
number of rangers attending the congress, who represented West, Central, East and Southern African regions

of the continent. All leaders that engage in conservation will do well to heed the Declaratihrfisr action. It

will certainly give a blue print to the work of IRF in Africa.

Finally, a word of special thanks to all who sponsored and supported the Congress to make it a reality and to
the rangers who set valuable time aside and took the efforattend. It was a pleasure and an honour to have
been part of this event.

Chris GalliergInternational Ranger Federation Africa Representative)
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